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o Keep the hull floor clean. Dust, dirt, sand and
debris can build up and hide fuel spills and leaks.
Then you’ve got a fire just waiting for a spark.
o Clean the fire sensors daily in the field. They
can’t detect a fire if they’re dirty. Use lens cleaner,
NSN 6850-00-227-1887, and lens tissue, NSN
6640-00-436-5000, to prevent scratching the lens.

o Report all fuel leaks as soon as you spot them, no
matter how small. Fuel filters, PTS actuator hoses,
and smoke generator lines are good places to look
for leaks.

Give the combustor fuel nozzle,
line and fittings special attention
when the pack is pulled. The nozzle
should be securely mounted and
torqued to 90-100 lb-in. Any less
could allow a leak. Make sure you
bend the tabs of key washers against
the bolt heads, too.
o Look for damage to the combustor
heat shield if your vehicle has one.
Make sure the shield is securely
mounted to the engine.
o Eyeball all electrical cables for
wear and damage from rubbing on
sharp metal edges. Sparks from arc-
ing or shorting starts most fires. The
most commonly damaged cables are:

—The cables routed through the opening between the battery box and the
engine compartment.

—The cables routed along the top edge of the powerpack.
—The cables that run along the outside edge of the generator.
—The generator’s cable harnesses and terminals.

I’m

really

hot for

you!

Oh, no

you’re not!

PM has made

me fire-

proof!

PM is the best

way to snuff out

a tank fire

before it starts.

After all, your

vehicle isn’t the

only thing that

can get burned.

Clean fire
sensors
daily

Eyeball
combustor
fuel nozzle
for leaks

Combustor
heat shield
damaged?

M1-Series Tanks…

596. 08-09 (C)  6/3/02  5:25 PM  Page 1



MLRS Carrier…

A lot of MLRS mechanics try to
save a few seconds when they dis-
connect the 1W36 cable on the
second generator. They pull on the
cable instead of the connectors.

They end up wasting a lot more
time troubleshooting a generator
that doesn’t work after being
hooked back up.

That’s because when you pull on the cables, the pins inside the connectors loosen
and pull out, too. That stops the connection and puts a perfectly good generator out
of commission.

Always disconnect the 1W36 cable by grasping and pulling the connectors, not
the cable.

Pintle Needs PM, TooPintle Needs PM, Too

Drivers, just because you don’t use the
towing pintle on your MLRS very often
doesn’t mean you’ll never need it. After
all, it was put there for a reason.

That’s why it’s important to keep the
tow pintle lubed regularly. If you neglect
it, the pintle goes dry and won’t open
when you need it.

So lube the pintle semiannually with
GAA. There are two lube points, so make
sure you hit both with the grease gun.
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Report any cables that show wear,
chafing, melting or other damage.
Cables with visible braiding or
shielding should be replaced right
away.

Prevent rubbing damage by wrap-
ping cables, either individually or in
a bundle, with a section of radiator
hose. NSN 4720-00-150-5970 gets a
12-ft section of 21⁄2-in ID hose.

Hold the hose in place with plas-
tic ties. Use NSN 5975-00-074-2072
to get 61⁄2-in ties or NSN 5975-00-
570-9598 for 101⁄4-in ties.

Get a copy of the

training film, The

Abrams Tank Fire

Prevention. The

PIN number is

710571.

Include your name, full

mailing address, the title and

PIN number of the film, format

(VHS, for example), and the

quantity of tapes you need. 

APO addresses must include

their unit/box number, CMR/box

number, or PSC/box number.

Order the film from

the Joint Visual

Information Services

Distribution Activity by

e-mail at 

vibuddy@ptd.net

how can I

tow anything

if your pintle

won’t open!?

How can

my pintle

open if

you won’t

lube it?

Or write to:

JVISDA
Warehouse 3/Bay 3
11 Hap Arnold Blvd.
Tobyhanna, PA 18466-5120

You can also order

over the internet at

http://dodimagery.afis.osd.mil/
dodimagery/davis/

Once there, type The Abrams Tank Fire

Prevention in the search block and

click on Search. At the next screen, click

on the film title. Click on Add Item to

Shopping Cart! at the bottom of the

next screen and follow the instructions.
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